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Minutes 
 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Tuesday March 1, 2005 
 
  

    Members in Attendance:          Frank Tortorello 
       Nancy Abramson                       
       Steve Marrano 
 

    Members Absent:           None    
 
 
 
 
Chairman Tortorello called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 
 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
 
1. Mount Kisco Medical Group   Case # 04-65 
 34 South Bedford Road     Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York, 10549 
 
 
John Oliva from Oliva Sign representing the applicant. 
 
 
Frank Tortorello; I believe we have looked at this sign before and the 
questions that came up were the landscaping and the lighting. 
 
John Oliva: There were some existing flood lights. There is lighting that 
will be incorporated into this. I used this spec from the Boston Market 
sign. It is the same type fixture. I do have another item regarding the 
color. If you would like to vote on this first? We would like to use the dark 
blue instead of the bronze. What I showed you last time was this. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This was bronze with a white letter? 
 
John Oliva: No it was with the brass letter.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Now they want to use this bronze?  
John Oliva: They want to use some color. This just came up.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the actual sign face material?  
 
John Oliva: It could be matt also.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What color is the building?  
 
John Oliva: It is brick and ivory. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Does it have blue?  
 
Frank Tortorello: There is no blue on the building.  
 
Nancy Abramson: They just chose blue because they like it?  
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John Oliva: Yes. There was no explanation.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Does it go is it part of the pallet?  
 
John Oliva: They felt the bronze wasn’t exciting. I don’t know what the 
word would be statuary it was just there. 
 
Frank Tortorello: How strongly do they feel about the bronze about 
changing it?  
 
John Oliva: They fell strongly about changing it. They feel they do not 
want the bronze. I don’t know if that would kill the project or not. I would 
hope it wouldn’t. I can only ask them. What actually started the whole 
thing is they saw the carb sign that someone did for the project across 
from 110 South Bedford Road. There is a big carb sign there gold and 
blue. They got all excited about blue. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this the owner of the building or the tenant?  
 
John Oliva: It is Chris Sclafani. He is the chief operating officer for the 
medical group. 
 
Frank Tortorello: He is the one that wants blue?  
 
John Oliva: He represents the facility. I told him if he wanted that color it 
would be wrong it is too light. So that is the how the conversation got 
started about what to do.  
 
Frank Tortorello: How does the board feel about blue? I have a problem 
with this because he is a client. I did the renovations of that building and 
will probably do some more work in the future.  
 
Steve Marrano: I like it. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I need to see what it looks like. It is very close to the 
building. 
 
John Oliva: If you are going to do a color you will have to do something 
that is dark to get this contrast with the gold so it will achieve that. You 
can’t have red or anything that would be to bright. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I totally agree.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This sign is light aluminum.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Personally I liked what you presented the first time. I 
thought it was very classy looking.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The sign is the same it is just the color that has 
changed?  
 
John Oliva: It is just the color that has changed. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I did like the earthiness of the original sign. Maybe I 
am just having a hard time with the shine.  
 
Steve Marrano: I like the blue. It gives it some life. There will be shrubs 
of greenery along the bottom.  
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Nancy Abramson: It is only going to be green in the summer. These are 
all perennials. I don’t want it to stand out.  
 
John Oliva: This has no color it is kind of neutral. I understand what you 
are saying that is why I talked to them about the color. It has to be 
something dark, so what do we choose. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Can you do that not as glossy? 
 
John Oliva: Yes. This is acrylic polyurethane which is sprayed and they 
add the gloss. It can be controlled, it could be matted.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The only thing I would say is that this is not a retail 
establishment. Its community service type of use. I prefer the bronze. I 
think it is more consistent with the type of building it is. You will not miss 
the building. It is also more in character. If it is going to be the blue I 
think it needs to be toned down at the very least. It should be a matt 
finish as opposed to a high gloss. Nothing reflective.  
 
John Oliva: When it gets dirty it will kill it a little.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is not necessarily so. Let’s talk about the sign 
which was previously approved in the bronze. Does anyone have a 
problem with the plantings? That was a gesture to come back. You feel 
the blue is ok? 
 
Steve Marrano: I don’t mind the blue. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I prefer the brass.  
 
Steve Marrano: Stay with the bronze. I don’t disapprove of the blue.  
 
John Oliva: If the board is in favor of the blue that it will be matt? Then I 
will make another sample before I make the sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Why don’t you do that. Why don’t you come back with a 
better sample.  
 
John Oliva: You’re going to ask me to come back again or can I submit 
over the counter? 
 
Frank Tortorello: You will be back for something else anyway.  
 
Nancy Abramson: When you come back bring a photo of the original.  
 
John Oliva: I offered them a different tone of bronze. It was very 
interesting and some of them looked browner and some of them looked 
like copper. The browns had different tones to them. It did the same as 
this but was not bronze. That is what I really wanted to go with they 
wanted a color.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You just came back to show us the planting and the 
light. We do not need to vote on this again. We thank you and you are 
coming back with color samples.  
 
John Oliva: What I would like to do is tell them it was approved pending 
what you see or it is not and you will see us next time. 
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Nancy Abramson: The latter.  
 
John Oliva: So this will not be approved?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Our quorum is three. If you have on vote opposed you 
will not get it approved. We have this dilemma until the village can find 
us volunteers for this board. Thank you John. 
 
 
 
2. The Premier Collection    Case # 04-69 
 250 Kisco Avenue      Alterations/ 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549   Additions 
 
 
Erik Kaeyer, Walter Hauser Architect for the applicant, Sean 
Coughlin, Don Murphy, and with The Premier Collection. 
 
 
Erik Kaeyer: We have been through presentation with all the different 
materials. I would be happy to go through whatever set of materials you 
need again. Where we left it last time was there was a discussion on the 
glass. The glass last time was discussed in terms of the amount of glass. 
There was a potential issue. You asked us to re-look at instead of having 
both vertical and horizontal Mullins as it is shown here. That on the 
vertical we would have a butt glass and just a caulk sealant seam. You 
asked us to look at the garage doors and we had a fairly lengthy 
discussion on that. You asked us to match the color of the Jaguar stone 
that was going on the facing here to match the metal panel. We said we 
would definitely do that. Since we met last time Jaguar/ Landrover 
headquarters has asked us to incorporate this into the north elevation.  
 
Sean Coughlin: Just to go back originally that had been over here on this 
elevation. You were not happy with it so we changed this all. One of their 
signatures is to have that. This is now on the north side of the building 
which wouldn’t be visible anywhere except the parking lot. 
 
Erik Kaeyer: The original really had no function. It was purely   cosmetic. 
This is actually an egress stair behind here. The stairs which was internal. 
When we looked at the code by code it was legal to have the internal 
stair, but it was really preferable to pull it out. So we pulled that out. That 
piece right there is extended. That was the original and now extended. 
Going back to comments that we picked up last time from the first 
presentation we had left that open. You asked us to close it off. We did 
and think that is great idea. We are covering with veneering that was 
stone.  
 
Sean Coughlin: We are also putting some additional plantings there to try 
and break up that wall. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The plantings that are on the driveway going up now will 
remain?  
 
Sean Coughlin: On the right side of the driveway will stay.  
 
Erik Kaeyer: They are to remain and then there is some augmentation on 
top of that. 
 
Frank Tortorello: They will remain? 
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Erik Kaeyer: The cherry trees yes with the exception of the top three. If 
you speak with John Slaker they all need to be pruned. That was one 
change since the last time you saw us. The other change was to take this 
and make it deeper. Previously it was on panel thick and now it is two.  
 
Sean Coughlin: We did that in response to Nancy’s concerns that there 
was a little too much glass. We though by increasing the facial band a 
little bit we could make ameliorate some of those concerns.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Are you happy with this instead of having a stronger 
grid? 
 
Erik Kaeyer: I think that your comments regarding the stone and 
regarding that I think both were great comments. I think we are all 
happy.  
 
Sean Coughlin: You mentioned about the stone here is excellent.  
 
Erik Kaeyer: To be quite honest your original comments the series of 
things that it took this committee to give us a little feedback so that we 
could go back to corporate, and say we don’t really like this and the town 
doesn’t like this. We were then able to change all of that. I do thank you 
for that.  
Frank Tortorello: It depends on what you try to do. It is not easy. It is 
difficult to sit and critique someone else efforts. It’s his business your 
design and what can you add to the process. I think that you have taken 
this a couple of steps ahead and it looks ok. I know we have an issue. 
Nancy is still contemplating.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I have spent some time with it.  
 
Erik Kaeyer: You know as an architect when you go in front of 
committees like this to a degree you have to act a little like an attorney. I 
am representing this guy, this is what he wants and sometimes it is him 
and sometimes it is over him at corporate in this case. It is great to get 
those comments back from you.  
 
 
Frank Tortorello: Have you ever seen the store that Neman Marcus did in 
San Francisco? It was done with diagonal slabs of granite. I was in the 
room when he showed that design the owners. No one could believe it. 
What do you say now? It is a difficult process. What are we going to do 
with this? Any further comments?  
 
Steve Marrano: I was good with it last time.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I always ask the same thing. The detailing, it has to b 
nicely detailed. If it is simple it has to be nicely detailed. I am sure you 
are aware of that.  
 
Sean Coughlin: I spend 65-70 hours a week in the store. It is important 
to myself my father who is the primary owner of the company, that we 
present a nice face not only to the town but to our customers. Because of 
that we will do everything in our power to make this building to look as 
good as we possibly can. 
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Frank Tortorello: I was pleased when I saw that row. That driveway stays 
the trees stay. That I think will really help ground the building also. Does 
someone want to make a motion? 
 
Steve Marrano: The last time you were here there was something about 
the garage doors. What are they now? Are they going to be metal roll up? 
 
Erik Kaeyer: They are going to be green metal roll up slats which roll up 
internally. From the outside all you see is the door frame and the actual 
roll up is behind. Sometime when you go to warehouse buildings you see 
the roll up on the outside of the building. The roll up will be on the inside 
of the building. So you basically just are seeing a solid door. At this point 
it is really up to management if they want to have those narrow slots so 
that you can look out. Basically it looks like a solid surface. We thought 
that was better especially since there would be potentially lights would be 
on inside.  
 
Sean Coughlin: I just think we will probably go with the solid doors. I 
think green is a nice color with the grass around it. We don’t want to 
make that any more outstanding than it already is.  
 
Frank Tortorello: is that just to get the vehicles in?  
 
Sean Coughlin: Yes the vehicles enter underneath.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is not for customer parking? 
 
Sean Coughlin: No only for new car storage. 
 
Steve Marrano: I make a motion we accept it as presented.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Second 
 
Frank Tortorello: The board is all ayes. We thank you.  
 
Sean Coughlin: We thank you very much we appreciate your input.   
 
 
 
3. Woodcrest At Leonard Park   Case # 02-14 
         Alteration/to 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549   original resolution 
 
 
Kimberly Martelli Architect Bill Balter  from Wilder & Balter 
Partners. 
 
 
Frank Tortorello: So what are we looking at?  
 
Kimberly Martelli: We submitted a month ago a request for you to review 
approval for removal of an architectural detail above the window of the 
Woodcrest Senior building. What we had submitted to you two items which 
the approved elevations was showing the detail of the architectural sun 
burst over the windows. What we have looked at since the installation is 
that we feel the look of the building the clean lines of the trim the corner 
boards the detailing are really sufficient and would prefer to take that 
detail out. The initial concept I think in the elevation had merit but when 
we look at that final install we find that it looks much better with the 
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removal. I did bring you a larger image of that front façade so you could 
see the location.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is what this is about?  
 
Nancy Abramson: Just removing the sunburst? 
 
Bill Balter: They do look cheap quite frankly. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So you put them on? 
 
Bill Balter: We put them on and when I saw them I hated them. Basically 
we want to take them off.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we accept the removal of the 
sunbursts.  
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The Board votes all ayes. 
 
 
 
New Cases: 
 
 
1. Workout Express     Case # 05-02 
 69 South Moger Avenue    Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York      
 
Margaritte Ballus co-owner Workout Express 
 
 
Frank Tortorello: What are you showing us tonight?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: I am applying for a permit for a sign.  
 
Steve Marrano: This is an existing sign?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: It is an existing box.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Where is this box going?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: One in the front and one in the back. This was the Little 
Gym.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What sign is this?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: That was a banner that was put inside the front of the 
building.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is inside? Is that staying there? That is just a 
temporary.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: That is temporary so people knew where we were. 
Our sign will go right inside the sign box. 
 
Nancy Abramson: This is illuminated? 
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Margaritte Ballus: Yes from behind.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Tell me about the red. Is the red illuminated?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: it is on a white Plexiglas with this logo. It doesn’t glow. 
It is just an illuminated box.  
 
Frank Tortorello: But the face of the sign is lighted. Is that correct?  
Are the letters lighted or is the white part? 
 
Margaritte Ballus: No the white part. It is a box with lights behind that.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I understand what a sign box is. There are many types of 
sign boxes. There are sign boxes where the letters are illuminated and the 
background is dark. There are some where everything is illuminated and 
there are some where the background is illuminated and the letters are 
dark. Or the letters are illuminated and the background is dark. I need to 
know what this is.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: I just know it is a light Plexiglas. This is a franchise so I 
no physical sign yet. All I can tell you is that the lighting is with a 
fluorescent tube.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The fact that you do not have the sign is not the problem. 
The problem is that you can’t tell us what the sign is. That is the problem. 
These two signs on the building only the letters are lit and not the 
background. I do not know which it is here. It looks to me in this example 
that the white part is lit and the black is not.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: Well I do not know.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Unless you can tell us we are really wasting our time. This 
is a concern of this board. We don’t like to see the whole sign lit. If it is 
just the letters that are lit it is less obtrusive. That is what I am trying to 
get to.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That is why I asked if the red lit up. 
 
Margaritte Ballus: I don’t know only because I have never seen one. All I 
am looking at is the box and seeing there is light in the box.   
 
Nancy Abramson: We will nee some more information.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: How do I get that? 
 
Nancy Abramson: From my experience people will often come in and this is 
what the corporation tells me they have to do. In order to put up one of 
their signs. They have a certain template. With all do respect templates 
come and go. You can change things around and corporations do allow you 
to work within the community. We can tell you what we would prefer and 
then you might want to go back to your corporation and say this is what 
Mount Kisco is comfortable with and I need some more information.   
 
Frank Tortorello: I assume the white plexon face is illuminated as well as 
the letters. It looks like the whole thing is lit.  
 
Steve Marrano: Who is making the sign?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: A man in Pennsylvania. 
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Frank Tortorello: Maybe he can send you specs.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: I have never done this and have no clue.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We just don’t want a big sign with all these different 
colors glowing. What we need from you is a better understanding of what is 
exactly lit.  
Margaritte Ballus: What needs to be lit?  
 
Frank Tortorello: We would hope it is not the white. We would like to see 
just the letters that are lit. That is the preferred way. There is a lot of text. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I am a little uncomfortable with the amount of 
information on here. We don’t let people put that much information on the 
signs.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The sign would be nicer if it did not have that tag line. 
That says for men women and children.  
 
Nancy Abramson: In general we don’t really allow people to go into great 
detail of what their business is all about. I don’t think we need that much 
information.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: Ok. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If you said Workout express and then put 30-minute 
circuit training.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Also not have it in bright red. I would not have as much 
trouble with the sign. It still is too much copy.  
 
Frank Tortorello; Do you follow what we are saying?  
 
Margaritte Ballus: I follow what you are saying. You want 30-minute circuit 
out. Take out the tag line.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The way it is on your shirt I think would be ok.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I still think it is too much. It is like three explanations. 
You have a Workout Express it’s a 30-minute circuit training and it is for 
men women and children.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The only thing is it is an existing sign board and this is 
just about the right size to fit in the height. So what do you do with the 
rest of it. I think it is fine to have a lot of white but I think you will have to 
balance it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So just take out the for men women and children.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That it is fine. You can say 30-minute circuit training here 
that would be ok. I would make it smaller than the workout express. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I think we would be setting a dangerous precedent if we 
start letting people put in two tag lines.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are probably right. The building is old and it is sad to 
see these sign boxes stacked like this, but it is there and we cannot 
penalize her for what is there. Ii is important for you to understand also 
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and this is your business and you want to make the best impression 
possible. When this is on Main Street it is not going to work.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: So I have to submit a new set of plans.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You also need to get from your sign person exactly what 
is going to be lit.  
 
Margaritte Ballus: How do I word it to him?  
 
Nancy Abramson: If you want my opinion light the letters and take out for 
men women and children and take out the red. Light the black. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Or flip it. Make it a dark background with white letters. It 
is easy to make the sign work to do it with a dark background and just 
light the letters. Maybe your sign man can send you some photos and I am 
sure there are variations on the theme. If you come in with three or four 
different ones we have something to talk about. It might answer a lot of 
our questions. 
 
Margaritte Ballus: What about the lighting part? 
 
Frank Tortorello: We would see that also. If you had some photos of day 
and night which they often do. You’ll see yourself what it will be like. Thank 
You. 
 
 
2. Edible Arrangements     Case # 05-71 
 217 East Main Street     Awning 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 
Joseph and Vicki Gabriele owners of Edible Arrangements 
 
Joseph Gabriele: The awning is already up. We took the awning down and 
changed the cover. 
Frank Tortorello: This is what you have now? What color is it now? 
 
Joseph Gabriele: This is the color now. (Sample shown) 
 
Nancy Abramson: I have noticed it and I think it is nice.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Even if you recover the awning you still need a permit. 
 
Steve Marrano: I will make a motion to approve as presented. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board All Ayes. 
 
 
3. Stein/Saronkin      Case # 05-04 
 36 Lafayette Street     New Window 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549  
 
Abigail Sarokin owner and applicant 
 
Abigail Sarokin: Mt contractor was suppose to come so I am unsure as to 
what I am to do. 
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Nancy Abramson: Do you know enough to walk us through the plans? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: It is pretty simple. We had two wide apart windows.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You’ve done this already? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: We have started. You see here there were two windows 
and what we are doing is putting three side by side adjacent windows.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Did you not get a permit for this? There is structural work 
here, this is not just replacing a window. 
 
Abigail Sarokin: When the contractor went in to see the inspector about 
putting in the header the he was told he had to get approval.  
 
Frank Tortorello: He started the work before? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: All he did was to take out the wall in preparation. 
 
Frank Tortorello: That is a lot to do.  
Nancy Abramson: Without a permit or he had the permit? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: He didn’t have the permit.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this the window that you are going to put in? This triple 
window? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: Yes. 
 
Steve Marrano: What kind of a window? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: Anderson window.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a wood frame. Does he have a license? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I am concerned because this guy could have collapsed 
your roof. 
 
Abigail Sarokin: He new he had to get a permit for the work that is how 
this all started but he didn’t know about the ARB. He clearly went to the 
Village Inspector. 
 
Frank Tortorello: He shored the up everything so the roof didn’t sag? 
 
Agigail Sarokin: Right. Then he worked with an engineer and went to the 
village engineer to make sure.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The only comment that I would make is normally if you 
have shutters they are suppose to look like if you close them they are 
going to cover the window. I would really not want to see these sliver 
shutters. Shutters should be half the width of the window.  
 
Abigail Sarokin: Esthetically what do people do if they have a wide window. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If they have a big window like that they usually don’t put 
window on them. I would prefer not to see them.  
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Abigail Sarokin: So what do they do put molding around?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Just a nice casing that is all. That is the only 
recommendation that I would make. Does this match the rest of the 
windows? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: No they do not match the rest of the windows. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a different type of window from what you have 
elsewhere. 
 
Agigail Sarokin: It is the beginning of remodeling. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is a wood window, vinyl clad. This is going to be 6 
over 1? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The only comment I have is to eliminate the shutters.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Do you like the shutters? 
 
Abigail Sarokin: I will have to see it once the windows are in. That was just 
the drawing. I didn’t really have much thought about it.  
 
Frank Tortorello: If we approve without them then they will not be there.  
 
Abigail Sarokin: What happens if it is in and I think it would look nicer with 
them than without them.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Then you come back and show it to us again. I am telling 
you as an architect and someone who has a trained esthetic that it would 
look nicer without them.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You are going to be doing other window. Maybe you 
should finish all your windows and decide if you want it all connected in 
terms of your shutters.  
 
Steve Marrano: The others have shutters now. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Then it might look odd not to have them. I make a 
motion to accept as proposed with the shutters. I you want to decide later 
then I would keep the shutters in. 
 
Steve Marrano: Secon. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The board all ayes. 
 
 
Returning Cases: 
 
 
1. D’Agostino’s Carpet     Case # 04-61 
 383 North Bedford Road    Signage 
 Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 
 
Tony Montelone council for the applicant. 
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Mr. Montelone: We were before your board some months ago for two 
signs. A front and side sign. At that time you approved the front sign. It 
was an issue as to whether the side sign was a legal sign or not. It does 
conform to current code. We spoke to the town attorney in that regard and 
submitted information. He was to suppose to advised your board in regard 
to the question of the legality of the sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I do not believe this board ever questioned the legality of 
the sign. I do not think that is within the province of this board. This board 
tries to take a weak sign code and make judgements and try to persuade 
the people that come before us that there is a right way to do, and a 
community orientated way to do things. There is also a wrong way. So I 
think this was probably questioned on the basis of necessity and esthetics.  
 
Mr. Montelone: we would like to keep the sign. My clients have found since 
they are at that new location their business has dropped off from the prior 
one. How much can we attribute it to the sign is something they feel is 
really necessary so they can get that exposure of the vehicles coming 
north. 
 
Frank Tortorello: But the sign is there? 
 
Mr. Montelone: The sign has been covered since the meeting. We would 
like to take advantage of the sign as shown. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This is an opaque red background? The whole thing glows 
red?  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is bright. 
 
Mr. Montelone: The front one is similar to the one next door. 
 
John Oliva: It is the same size. They were made at the same time. 
 
Mr. Montelone: They were put up from our investigation in 1976 when 
Fried Carpet was there.  
 
Nancy Abramson: The village attorney never talked to us.  
 
Mr. Montelone: The chairman basically said what the village attorney was 
going to tell you. It is not an issue of legality it is an issue of your board 
making a decision in regard to the esthetics of the sign. We are here to 
work with you on that. Is the brightness at night a problem or when it is lit 
up? 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a bulletin board. The purpose of the sign is to 
announce the business. There has been a lot of resistance in this board 
because the signage code is weak. This particular sign screams at you. 
There seems to be little reason to have it that wall. It announces itself from 
four miles away. That was the major objection. 
 
Mr. Montelone: That is the whole purpose of signage. When I walked over 
here from my office I went by the Bank of New York and they have front 
sign side sign. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What is the size of the sign what is the color relative to 
the size of the building it is not like this? The Bank of New York signs are 
different. 
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John Oliva: They are high up. 
 
Nancy Abramson: It is all contexts. 
 
John Oliva: Different places different building.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is low and it is fairly close to the street. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a huge sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Why is it red? Is that their colors brand colors? 
 
John Oliva: His colors were red before. He basically inherited what ws 
there.  
 
Mr. Montelone: That is the existing nature of the signage.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What color was the Elephant’s Trunk?  
 
John Oliva: Burgandy. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You say you would like to work with us.  
 
Mr. Montelone: Would it be helpful if we agree not to light that sign? 
 
Frank Tortorello: it would be even more helpful if you took it down. Put the 
name on the side of the building and get rid of the sign box.  
 
Mr. Montelone: If we didn’t illuminate it wouldn’t that do the same thing? 
 
Frank Tortorello: it is a huge sign and it should have never gone up to 
begin with. I understand the issue. I appreciate you suggesting it not to be 
illuminated. This is a business that sells carpet and I wouldn’t go into a 
building that had a sign like that. It would turn me off.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Frank you bring up a very good point. I’m sorry if I 
offend anyone. I would have gone to D’Agostino’s and I had in their 
previous location. It just had more elegant appeal. Now this looks a little 
slockie. It doesn’t say to you I have a sense of design and I am going to 
make your house beautiful. It says Sleepy’s.  
 
John Oliva: Electric signs by nature are not beautiful. They can be to a 
point. If his approach was very fine oriental rugs maybe his thinking would 
be different and the signs would be different. It is what it is. Even if you 
took beautiful lettering and put it up there it would be hard. It is not a very 
attractive building. 
 
Mr. Montelone: I can talk to him about doing esthetic work around his 
building, like some plantings. 
 
Frank Tortorello: If this is really that critical could we replace it with the 
same sign that you have on the front at least. Drop it down to the same 
height that it is in the front. So that it looks like it is the same building. 
Take it off the corner.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is still two sign boxes on a corner.  
 
Mr. Montelone: That is where the issue of legality and esthetics mess. 
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I am not trying to be rude but that is where that fine line comes together 
and gets blurred. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I think, as it is it is esthetically awful.  
 
John Oliva: If that means he gets to have two red signs I think it is a 
reasonable suggestion. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It would be the same size. 
 
Mr. Montelone: I am asking now if we have one red in the front because we 
can’t change the color of the one in the front.  
 
John Oliva: You can change the color as we are making a new sign on the 
side. Change both of them so the front one gets a new face and the side 
one gets a whole new box. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Could you make a new face that the red is opaque so you 
just light the letters up at night.  
 
John Oliva: That could be done.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have always been a good neighbor when you have 
come here. 
 
Mr. Montelone: I know my client is going to cry about the money. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Do you want to go back top him and make that 
recommendation? Then come back and show it to us. What I am saying is 
do this make the side the same size as the front. Drop it and pull it off the 
corner and maybe center it over the window. Make it the same height and 
pull it back from the corner. Then you make it an opaque red with white 
letters so at night you see the letters lit.  
 
John Oliva: We can change it to burgundy.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That would be fabulous.  
 
Frank Tortorello: If he changes it and makes an opaque face he can bring 
you six different reds that you would not mind. 
 
John Oliva: I can change it to burgundy and there is another brand I can 
use and it will not stand out. Some of them are really translucent. This 
would be a lot softer and it will not be so red. We can change the typeface 
too. 
 
Mr. Montelone: My clients will be happy you are willing to give them that 
second sign. John will have to do some design work. What I would like to 
do is put it on for two months. John can do the work up. I would like to 
expose the existing sign not lit for two months. We come back with a new 
proposal. Can we do it next month?  
 
John Oliva: Yes but the cut off is tomorrow so we would have to do April 
anyway. 
 
Mr. Montelone: If we do that we have time to discuss with the client the 
relative costs and the other things. I will even try to get them to get some 
planters in there. I think you are right and the place does need to be 
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dressed up a little. This is important insight you are giving me and I can go 
to them. 
 
John Oliva: The way to cut costs is you make another sign I could make it 
look almost like a box but not illuminated on the side and would be the 
same color as the front whatever we change it to. It would not be an 
electric sign. 
 
Mr. Montelone: We will come back with something consistent with what 
you are talking about. 
 
Frank Tortorello: That is fine. You will uncover for the sixty days. 
 
Mr. Montelone: Thank You. 
 
 
Correspondence: 
 
 
1. Open Door – 30 West Main Street 

Final Site plans shown without the grids for the record. 
2. Minutes – from previous meeting will be approved next meeting. 
3. Variety Store Unauthorized Signage 
4. Absolute Therapy Main Street unauthorized signage. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Motion to adjourn  
Steve Marrano: Second 
Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


